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DRIVING WITH A LANYARD 

In these days of security and smart cards many people now wear some form of identity card round 

their neck and leave it there permantly when travelling to and from work or during a work related 

journey for fear of it getting misplaced,  lost or fogotten. However it would appear that it can 

cause additional injuries if worned whilst driving in the event of a crash. 

Such a warning comes from Dorset Police  after incidents in which drivers 

sustained serious injuries because of their lanyards. One driver suffered a 

collapsed lung after the airbags inflated on impact of the crash and the force of 

the airbag caused the lanyard and pass to be pushed into the driver's chest, 

causing a lung to collapse; and another driver suffered a perforated bowel as 

the keys on her work lanyard hit into her stomach by the force of the airbag. 

Whilst these types of incidents are rare it serves as a warning to staff, officers and volunteers 

driving whilst still wearing their identity passes etc and the advice seems to be to remove lanyards 

or work passes when leaving the office for both safety and security reasons. 

 

RISE IN REPORTED INCIDENTS INVOLVING HORSES ON THE ROAD 

Nearly three in four incidents involving horses on UK roads occur due to drivers failing to leave 

enough space according to recent statistics published by the British Horse Society (BHS) for the year 

ending February 2019 which showed that 87 horses and four people were killed on UK roads. 

There was a total of 845 incidents involving horses on 

the road which were reported to the BHS over the 

12-month period representing a year-on-year rise of 

109%. Reporting on the rise which the BHS describes 

as a ‘huge concern’ they do point out that this is in 

part due to a new partnership which encourages 

members of local societies in Dartmoor and the New 

Forest to report all incidents involving ponies and 

horses grazing on open land.  

Alan Hiscox, director of safety at the BHS, said:  

“The inclusion of horse incident statistics from Dartmoor and the New Forest allow us to 

have a much better understanding of the rate of incidents occurring on our roads. The 

dramatic increase in incidents is of huge concern, but we are aware that only 10% of 

accidents are reported to us, therefore these figures are only the tip of the iceberg.” 

From the information which has been gathered it is clear that many are as a result of vehicles 

passing too close to the horse and rider and in some incidents failing to do so at a slow speed. The 

focus of the BHS ongoing campaign is to get drivers to 

 Slow down to a maximum of 15mph 

 Be patient – do not sound the horn or rev the engine 

 Pass the horse wide and slow (if safe to do so), at least a car’s width if possible 

 Drive slowly away 
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NEW CHAIRMAN FOR IAM ROADSMART 

Managing Director of Ford of Britain Andy Barratt has become Chairman of IAM 

RoadSmart taking over the prestigious role from Ken Kier OBE, who has been in 

the position for the last three years. Andy has almost four decades of experience 

at the Ford Motor Company where he started as an apprentice. He has been 

Managing Director of Ford of Britain since 2015. 

Andy said 

“In my roles at Ford, developing safe vehicles 

is the number one priority. In taking the Chair 

of IAM RoadSmart, my focus will be to ensure 

that human factors are high on the road 

safety agenda in order to reduce the number 

of people killed and seriously injured on roads 

in the UK. As a cyclist, driver and pedestrian 

I’ve been pleased to lead Ford’s ‘Share the 

Road’ initiatives, encouraging cooperation 

and understanding between road users. As a 

motor industry representative chairing IAM 

RoadSmart, I believe that we can continue to 

find common ground, cooperation and 

practical ways forward to make sure that real 

change happens - with vehicle makers, 

politicians, the media, and with all road 

users.” 

 

ACOUSTIC VEHICLE ALERTING SYSTEM TO BE MANDATORY 

All new models of hybrid and pure electric vehicles must by law be fitted with an Acoustic Vehicle 

Alerting System (AVAS) that emits a continuous sound when the vehicle is travelling at speeds of up 

to 20km/hour after 1 September 2019. This will be extended to all new electric and hybrid vehicles 

registered after 1 September 2021.  

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe’s World Forum for 

Harmonisation of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29), which is responsible for 

rules governing Vehicle Type Approvals, set down the standard for AVAS 

in its Regulation for Quiet Road Transport Vehicles. The new regulation 

is being brought in to protect vulnerable road users, particularly blind 

and partially-sighted people who dependon hearing traffic to judge 

when it is safe to cross the road. 

Chris Hanson-Abbott OBE, Chairman of Brigade Electronics has spent the past nine years developing 

a Quiet Vehicle Sounder that mimics the vital warning characteristics of an internal combustion 

engine, said: 

“It’s not a moment too soon – in fact it is not 

soon enough. Visually impaired people will 

still be at risk because there are already 

electric and hybrid vehicles on the road that 

are virtually silent at low speeds. These are 

putting lives in danger. We are all taught to 

listen as well as look out for traffic and the 

background noise in busy streets will mask 

any slight sound an EV may make when 

moving off.”  

Owners of ‘silent’ vehicles really ought to be aware of the danger and fit a Quiet Vehicle Sounder if 

they want to avoid unnecessary collisions particularly as this does not account for is the 200,000 

plus electric vehicles which are currently on Britain’s roads as retro fitting is not mandated for at 

present or within the new regulations.  
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UK ROAD SAFETY NETWORK LUNCH LOCATION 

 

As part of the UK Road Safety Network the next two hour approx. contact lunch will take place at 

Barton’s Mill in Basing, Basingstoke on Thursday 30th May 2019.  

 

These contact lunches which are free to attend, apart from what you 

actual purchase to eat are intended as an opportunity to  exchange 

views and opinions and ask other about issues you might have and are 

looking for information or a solution. Whilst promoted initially to 

registered members of the UK road Safety network they are open to 

colleagues you may wish to bring along.  
 

All you need to do is to advise that you are wishing 

to attend so we can ensure we have sufficient 

table space at the venue.  
 

Details available at https://www.grahamfeest.com/uk-road-safety-network/maintaining-contact-

meetings/ 

 

ANNUAL LOCAL AUTHORITY ROAD MAINTENANCE SURVEY (ALARM) 

 

The finding from the latest Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance Survey (ALARM) gives some 

hope that the condition of our local roads are improving but there is still a long way to go.  

 

Each year the Asphalt Industry Alliance (AIA) commissions an independent survey of local authority 

highway departments in England and Wales which provides an idea of the general condition of the 

local road network based on information provided 

directly by those responsible for its maintenance and 

thereby gives an idea on a year to year basis of 

improvement and/or deterioration. The questions in 

the survey relate mainly to the maintenance of the 

carriageway in terms of the road surface and structure 

and only that part of the total highway maintenance 

budget which has been allocated for this purpose. 

 

The 2019 survey provides an element of good news in 

so much as most local authorities have seen their 

highway maintenance budgets increase for the second 

successive year and there are some small signs that 

this is helping to stop a further decline in local road 

conditions. Despite this it is estimated that to bring 

then local road network up to a reasonable standard 

we still need something approaching £10 billion and at 

the current rate a ten year period to do so which has 

come down from the original estimate of 14 years.  

 

A copy of the full report can be found at   https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-

uploads/ 
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LONDON’S ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE (ULEZ) 

 

The controversial London ultra-low emission zone (ULEZ) began on Monday 8th April 2019 operating 

in the same area as the current congestion charge zone, but unlike the congestion 

charge which is applicable from between 07:00a.m. and 6.00p.m, Monday to Friday 

at a cost of £11.50; the ULEZ will be running 24/7 at a cost in addition to the 

congestion charge of £12.50 and if vehicles don't meet the emissions standards 

whilst in the zone and they fail to pay they face a fine of £160.This charge applies 

to the drivers of cars and vans in the designated zone that do not meet the new 

emission standard (petrol vehicles that do not meet Euro 4 standards and diesel 

vehicles that do not meet Euro 6). However lorries over 3.5 tonnes face a charge of 

£100. If this charge is not paid, then lorry drivers can face a penalty of £1000. 

 

Mr Khan said:  

 

“The ULEZ is the centrepiece of our plans to clean 

up London’s air – the boldest plans of any city on 

the planet, and the eyes of the world are on us. 

This is also about social justice - people in the 

most deprived parts of London, who are least 

likely to own a car, suffer the worst effects of 

harmful air pollution.” 

 

With the majority in support of the reasoning behind the introduction of a charge many feel that it 

is a money making exercise as if the Mayor was really serious he could have banned such vehicles 

completely. Whilst businesses which need to enter the zone have been and continue to upgrading 

their vehicle fleets to comply with the ULEZ it is clear that many smaller firms are struggling to 

afford the switch to expensive new low emission vans and trucks’. This will either mean that they 

will cease to operate in that part of London or the charges will be placed at the door of the 

consumer/user of their services and we should not lose sight of the fact that the ULEZ zone is set to 

be expanded in 2021. 
 

The BVRLA would like to see more money for ULEZ mitigation measures that can help fleets and 

individuals either upgrade their vehicles or make the shift into more sustainable modes of 

transport. 

 Ensure that future zero emission zones are properly signposted, managed and co-ordinated and give 

adequate consideration to the cost and supply constraints surrounding electric vehicles.  

 Focus on bottlenecks within London, ensuring priority access for commercial vehicle fleets and car 

share providers 

 Embrace the behaviour change potential of Mobility Credits, which encourage people to abandon 

vehicle ownership in favour of a credit that can be used on public transport, bike and car sharing 

 

Meanwhile there have been accusations that new ULEZ is discriminating against motorcyclists. The 

claim comes from the Motorcycle Industry Association (MCIA) which represents manufacturers and 

suppliers of powered two wheelers and associated products. Under the terms of the ULEZ, riders of 

motorcycles, mopeds, motorised tricycles and quadricycles (L category) which fail to meet Euro 3 

emissions standards now have to pay the charge. TfL says the charges are calculated on the 

emissions a vehicle produces, rather than its age, but acknowledges that powered two wheelers 

affected ‘generally speaking’ tend to be those registered with the DVLA before July 2007. The MCIA 

is ‘extremely disappointed’ that riders of motorcycles are being charged at the same rate as single-

occupancy 4x4s from the same era – as they ‘occupy minimal road space and reduce traffic 

congestion’. The MCIA is also concerned that riders must prove their vehicle is compliant – which 

may require an emissions test costing £175. It is calling for TfL to suspend the charge for 

motorcyclists and engage with stakeholders, so that riders can ‘assume their rightful place at the 

heart of the air quality and congestion solution. 
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SHARING THE ROADS CYCLING 

 

Research undertaken to mark the fifth anniversary of the AA Trust’s “Think Bikes campaign” has 

revealed that the relationship between car drivers and cyclists in 

not good and Cycling UK who promote cycling and stand up for 

the individual rights of cyclists would agree that some of them do 

not do the cycling fraternity any favours. At the same time the 

vast majority obey the rules of the road and are courteous to all 

other road users. It is true however that one bad experience in 

the eyes of a driver and all get tarred with the same brush.  

 

The ‘Think Bikes Campaign’ was launched in March 2014 with the 

help of famous Olympic cyclist Chris Boardman and Isle of Man TT 

winner John McGuinness with support from the Metropolitan 

Police. Central to the campaign was the sticker which is placed in 

the corner of the off side wing mirror reminding motorist to take 

that second look for a biker. More than six million free stickers 

have been distributed via member renewal packs, AA Driving 

School, BSM, Halfords and personal requests. 

 

Now in a recent poll of more than 20,000 people  

 

 Two thirds (66%) of drivers consider cyclists to be inconsiderate road users 

 Drivers over 65 were the most likely to say cyclists were inconsiderate (69%) 

 Young drivers aged 18-to-24 were the least likely to say cyclists were inconsiderate (57%) 

 The vast majority of drivers agree that cyclists (95%) and motorcyclists (93%) are vulnerable 

and always give them space. 

 More drivers now (93%) say they always look out for cyclists than they did five years ago 

(89%) 

 

The original AA Trust campaign encouraged drivers to place small Think Bike stickers on their side 

mirrors to remind them to look out for those on two wheels and also promoted a video featuring a 

naked cyclist to remind drivers that cyclists are not invisible. Despite more drivers looking out for 

cyclists, ‘failure to look’ is still the most commonly cited factor in road crashes, contributing to 39% 

of injury crashes in 2017. 

 

Edmund King President of the AA said 

 

“Our new research shows there is still some 

way to go in terms of ensuring everyone on 

the road looks out for each other. On the 

roads it should never be a case of drivers 

versus cyclists or motorcyclists. Everyone is 

on the road to get somewhere and by looking 

out for each other we can ensure we do so 

safely. It is disappointing that two-thirds of 

drivers feel cyclists are inconsiderate and this 

shows that more needs to be done by drivers 

and cyclists to co-exist safely and peacefully. 

The irony is that most cyclists are drivers and 

many drivers are cyclists. It is disappointing 

that two-thirds of drivers feel cyclists are 

inconsiderate and this shows that more needs 

to be done by drivers and cyclists to co-exist 

safely” 
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PARKING ON THE PAVEMENT INQUIRY 

 

The Transport Committee has launched a new inquiry to explore the problems of pavement parking 

in England, and consider possible solutions. In announcing 

the inquiry the committee acknowledged that pavement 

parking ‘creates real problems’ for those with visual 

difficulties, who use mobility aids or need to navigate 

footpaths with children. Parking on the pavement is 

defined as when ‘one or more wheels of a vehicle are on 

the footpath’ –  
 

The Committee is calling for written evidence relating to: 
 

 The impact of pavement parking 

 Enforcement of pavement parking offences 

 Reform of traffic regulation orders needed to deal with pavement parking 

 

The committee are keen to hear from the public about the difficulties this kind of behaviour 

presents and ideas about the way forward. 
 

At present, a mix of criminal and civil sanctions are available to police and local councils to enforce 

restrictions on pavement parking on private or commercial drivers across England. In Scotland a 

national ban on pavement parking appears close after proposals received backing from Holyrood. 
 

The closing date to submit written evidence to the Transport Committee inquiry is 14 May 2019. 

 

COMMUNITY CORNERS 

Moving forward from traditional traffic calming measurers 

 

A new guide has been produced to help road safety practitioners and others deliver a community 

led, street furniture based, traffic calming project known as ‘Community Corners’.  
 

The practitioner’s guide – produced by Transport Research Laboratory (TRL) and funded by the 

Road Safety Trust (RST) – gives guidance on the 

practicalities of delivering a Community Corners scheme. 

Community Corners involves the use of street furniture 

such as planters, picnic benches and painting patterns to 

change the ‘feel’ of a residential street – from one of a 

highway designed primarily for cars, to an environment 

shared by road users and a ‘community where families 

live, children play and people move around and socialise’. 

The planters can also be used to create barriers to the 

line of sight of drivers as well as physical obstructions 

which narrow the road, thus encouraging drivers to slow down. The new guide explains that 

permission for any Community Corners scheme MUST be sought from the Local Highway Authority.  
  

It outlines potential sources of funding for schemes; how to recruit streets to participate; designing 

campaign materials, including a flyer to spread the word and a nomination form to enable residents 

to put their street forward; the shortlisting process; installation and evaluation of a scheme; and 

challenges and timescales when implementing a Community Corners scheme. 

 

A copy of the guide can be found at   https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 
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LEGAL DRUG DRIVING IN THE USA? 

 

More than 30 states, the District of Columbia, Guam and Puerto Rico have programmes that allow 

qualifying patients to access medical marijuana products and another 13 

states permit non-intoxicating medical marijuana products. Furthermore ten 

states permit recreational marijuana, where any adult over the age of 21 

can possess and use the drug and as a result recreational marijuana sales 

are booming. This has led to many people being concerned about road 

safety in an age of legal recreational marijuana. Alcohol-impaired driving 

claimed nearly 11,000 lives in the United States in 2017 and there is concern 

that with the increasing acceptance and use of marijuana there could be a 

similar trend?  
 

In a 2017 report to Congress, the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 

concluded that:  
 

“The scope and magnitude of the marijuana-impaired driving problem in this country cannot be 

clearly specified at this time but there are a number of indicators that suggest that a problem 

exists and based on the available evidence it seems clear that ‘stoned driving’ is dangerous.”

The report makes for interesting reading and a copy of the report can be found at   

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

NOT A GOOD START IN AUSTRALIA FOR VICTORIA 
 

One of the locations across the world which is watched for its approach to road safety has recorded 

the worst start to a year in more than a decade has prompted renewed calls from the Transport 

Accident Commission (TAC) for Victorians to take care on the roads. By the beginning of March 

2019; 59 people had lost their lives on the state’s roads compared with 40 at the same time last 

year. 
 

Many of these deaths have been the result of a simple mistake and on a high-speed road, the 

consequences are often fatal. As a result TAC has issued a call to drivers to “ease up” and make 

safe decisions when using the roads; avoid fatigue, avoiding drink and drug driving, avoid 

distractions and slow down. 

 

DECORATING THE CAR AND MAKING IT FEEL FRESH 
 

How often do you see something hanging from the rear view mirror be a small cuddly toy or an air 

fresher – well beware as hanging such items in this way could land you with up to a £1,000 fine. 
 

The guidance as laid out in the Highway Code and The Road Vehicles 

(Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 says ‘No person shall drive or 

cause or permit any other person to drive, a motor vehicle on a road if 

he is in such a position that he cannot have proper control of the 

vehicle or have a full view of the road and traffic ahead’. 
 

The Highway Code says: “Windscreen and windows must be kept clean 

and free from obstructions to vision.” If something hanging from your 

mirror, or a sticker on your windscreen prevents you from having a full 

view of the road, you could receive an on the spot fine of £100 and 

three penalty points if it is preventing you from having a full view of 

the road. The fine could increase to £1,000 if the case goes to court.  
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 TAILGATING 

Our guest contributor this month is Tom Murphy who is the Chief Executive Officer of Airport Driving 
School Ltd based in Ireland. In his article he discusses the issue of Tailgating and expresses his own 
personal thought on the matter. 

Tailgating is a very common menace on roads today, both nationally and internationally and causes 

other road users to feel uneasy and creates a sense of insecurity. It can also be dangerous 

especially you are driving closely behind a large vehicle (such as a tractor-trailer, or gas tanker). If 

the leading vehicle decelerates suddenly there is a higher risk of causing a rear-end collision.  

When drivers get too close behind other road 

users it immediately removes the thinking 

and braking distance away from the 

vulnerable driver.   In such a scenario a driver 

must increase their distance from the vehicle 

in front by at least double the distance.  

Therefore in the event of the driver in front 

having to slow suddenly the vehicle travelling 

in the rear will have time to slow down or if 

necessary stop comfortably.  Remember a 

driver must never drive at a speed that they 

cannot stop well within the distance they see 

to be clear. At all times a driver needs a two 

second gap although driving experts within 

the driving tuition industry promote the 3 

second rule as the norm.  This will provide 

the driver with time to find and an escape 

route and slow down to avoid an incident.  

Note the 3 second rule changes in accordance 

with road conditions; i.e. double the distance 

on wet roads and ten times the distance in 

freezing temperatures or other treacherous 

road conditions. There is a well-known saying 

within good driving practice “only a fool 

breaks the 2 second rule!” Speaking at a 

normal voice speed this should take about 2 

seconds to say.  Drivers should practice saying 

this phrase out loud.  The more they 

practice, the more it will become second 

nature for the driver to assess their distance 

from the vehicle in front. The phrase should 

be said twice when it is wet or damp and five 

times in freezing or treacherous road 

conditions 

Road Rage 

This is something many drivers are experiencing on a daily basis and is most common in the form of 

tailgating.  This can occur when the tailgating driver (the driver in the following vehicle) threatens 

to cause damage to the leading vehicle and its passengers by driving aggressively.  The aggressive 

driver may with use of the headlights and horn, bully the leading vehicle's driver to get out of the 

way. The driver being tailgated might not wish to comply especially if doing so would involve 

breaking the law such as by increasing speed beyond the speed limit or changing lanes without due 

regard for safety.  Drivers must be educated to remain calm and not allow other motorist's with 

uncontrolled aggression provoke them to leave their position on the road or reduce their safety 

gap. In their own interest however the driver must let tailgaters over take at the earliest and safest 

opportunity.  Drivers are by far more in control when watching a reckless driver in front rather than 

from behind! 

When Does Tailgating Occur? 

Tailgating can occur because of a lack of perceived risk in so doing. Therefore motorists tailgating 

can be acting because of intentional road rage but other road users may be acting unconsciously or 

negligently.  It is often the case that more experienced drivers are more likely to be involved in 

rear-end collisions possibly because they overestimate their skill and become complacent about 

allowing sufficient distance to avoid an incident.              
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TAILGATING (Continued) 

Excuses for Tailgating 

It seems as if everyone comes up with excuses for driving too closely after they rear end another 

road user. Sometimes they might seem like good excuses, but no excuse is a good excuse when the 

actions lead to a preventable collision or even a fatality.  The mind set of tailgaters often carry the 

following perceptions; 

• By following too closely, I’m encouraging the driver ahead of me to move out of my way. 

(This pressure will cause the driver to reach cracking point and less likely to see or plan 

for the real hazards ahead.) 

• I know how to control my vehicle, and I will be able to stop if I need to avoid a crash. 

• I have really good reflexes so I don’t have to worry about getting into a crash. 

• I wanted the driver who just cut me up to notice that they caused a problem on the road. 

• I’ve never had to worry about following too closely before as I do it all the time. 

• The pressures of daily life; “I’m late for school, work, class, meetings etc.”   

 

The trouble with these kinds of excuses is that they can and often do lead to poor decisions and 

negligence on the road leading to collisions and deaths and remember tailgating carries very serious 

driving offence convictions such as driving bans, penalty points and increase insurance premiums. 

How Can Tailgating Be Prevented? 

Motorists need to practice driving in a proper manner by keeping a safe distance from the leading 

vehicle and applying the two second rule.  I advise all drivers to lead by example.  Drivers thrive on 

following the good driving practice of other motorists.  It is commonly known that motorways are 

some of the safest roads in Europe.  If this is the case; one must ask why were one in eight 

fatalities last year in the European Union caused by TAILGATING?  Most humans travel on the roads 

daily, maybe as a driver, passenger or cyclist, but each person has a reasonability to deal properly 

with tailgaters. Excellent driving and car control require time and distance to anticipate and plan.   

Anticipation and planning provides the motorist with the ability to: 

• Anticipate – to predict something may happen such as a potential hazard ahead whilst 

driving and to allow the driver the time to alert other road users as to the actions the 

driver will need to take in order keep safe and all round them. 

• Plan – to take appropriate action before the situation has occurred 

 

Anticipation and planning are a driver’s ability to be constantly aware of their surroundings. The 

more space a driver allows around themselves the more it will help them to have time to  make 

safer informed  decisions.  This will result in very enjoyable driving, less stress, more fuel 

efficiently, kinder to the environment but most of all a safer driver with other road users on the 

road sharing space which is limited in modern congested road infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

I believe the two second rule should be applied and policed 

every day. Drivers must keep a safe distance from other road 

users of whom they share the road with. Together we can make 

a difference.  
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MOBILE PHONE DETECTORS 

 

Mobile phone detection warning signs are being used by Thames Valley and Hampshire police 

forces. The system comprises a sensor capable of detecting vehicles where 

there are active phone signals and an LED warning sign located a short 

distance along the road. The sensor will pick up that a phone is in use for 

calling, texting or other purposes and will activate the warning sign. The 

device is purely about education, warning drivers and being able to identify 

when the driver was on the phone. It is the first such system to have a direct 

interaction with a mobile phone offender. However, the manufacturer 

accepts that the sign might be triggered by non-driving occupants as it 

cannot distinguish who in the vehicle is actually using a device. Norfolk County Council was the first 

to trial the road signs but this is the first time that the police has decided to deploy the 

technology.  
 

E-CIGARETTES WHILST DRIVING 
 

Statistics released in February 2018 revealed that over 3 million 

people in the UK use e-cigarettes and many of them are doing so 

when driving which has led to the police warning drivers who vape 

behind the wheel that they could be fined could be fined and face 

losing their licence. The problem is that the smoke clouds produced 

from e-cigarettes can cause visual impairment which can lead to 

drivers becoming distracted and not in proper control of their 

vehicle. While it is not technically illegal to smoke e-cigarettes while 

driving those who do so risk obscuring their vision with the clouds of vapour and may as a result be 

prosecuted for driving without due care and attention.  
  

MORE SMART MOTOWAYS BY 2025 
 

England will get another 400 miles of smart motorways by April 2025 under the government’s road 

strategy, despite increasing concerns over their safety. The system is currently operating on parts 

of the M1, M4, M6, M25, M42, M60 and M62. The new smart motorways will feature some changes, 

including emergency laybys closer together, a mile apart as opposed to current 1.5 miles, increased 

speed limits driving past roadworks, from 50mph to 60mph, and a new name; ‘Digital Roads’. 

According to figures from Highways England, there were 16 crashes on smart motorways involving 

stationary vehicles in 2017. In contrast, there were 29 crashes on the hard shoulder across the rest 

of the 1,800 miles of England’s motorways. A recent safety assessment of part of the smart 

motorway on the M25 found a 29% reduction in the number of crashes – 9.3 crashes registered per 

100 million miles. One in ten motorway deaths occur on the hard shoulder, and usually involve 

vehicles hitting stationary cars from behind. 

Jim O’Sullivan, chief executive of Highways England said; 

 “With the volume, speed and size of modern cars, the refuge 
areas are safer than the hard shoulder. You will not get a car or 
truck drift into the emergency refuge area, whereas they can 
and do drift into the hard shoulder. We are now well into smart 
motorway operation and the statistics we have are reliable. 
They are telling us that the safety record on smart motorways is 
arguably better than what we see on conventional motorways.” 

Highways England ensures the safety of smart motorways due to the emergency laybys, but 
motoring groups are worried that the removal of the hard shoulder poses a risk to motorists. 
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IAM ROADSMART SEVEN POINT PLAN 

IAM RoadSmart believes that post-test training is the key to safer roads and in their 
re-vamped manifesto they highlight seven areas where they believe such an 
approach can make a difference.  

* Young/new drivers - we support graduated 
driver licensing for new drivers based around 
a 12 month minimum learning period plus 
extra training interventions in the first year 
of solo driving 

* Older drivers – a demographic time bomb is 
ticking and IAM RoadSmart believes we need 
an open debate on the best way to maintain 
safe mobility in old age. Initially we want to 
see the driving licence renewal age raised to 
75 plus an eye test. GPs should be able to 
prescribe a driving assessment and in time 
this could become compulsory for drivers over 
85 

* Driver retesting - IAM RoadSmart believes 
that periodic refresher courses have a role to 
play in ensuring all drivers and riders make 
their full contribution to the ‘Safe System’. 
Research and pilot schemes are needed to 
encourage a continuous personal 
development approach to enhancing driving 
and riding skills 

* Driver rehabilitation - IAM RoadSmart knows 
that drink drive rehabilitation courses work 
and believe that all drivers convicted of drink 
driving should be sent on one unless they 

choose to opt out. There is also still much 
scope for a wider range of NDORS-type 
alternative to prosecution courses to target 
specific negative driver and rider behaviours 

* Driving for work - IAM RoadSmart believes 
road safety at work is a critical health and 
safety issue that requires much higher 
priority at the Health and Safety Executive. It 
should be at the core of good corporate 
governance and procurement practice in the 
private and public sector 

* Driverless cars - distraction from new 
technology and the training challenges from 
the switch to autonomous and connected 
vehicles must be a top research and 
legislative priority area. This will help ensure 
the safe design and operation of future 
mobility solutions 

* Motorcycling - IAM RoadSmart advanced 
riding courses must be more widely supported 
to allow powered two-wheelers to fulfil their 
promise as a key solution to our congestion 
and pollution problems. Successful schemes 
such as ‘BikeSafe’ must be consistently 
operated and funded and motorcycles should 
be allowed in all bus lanes.  

 

BAN ON PARKING ON PAVEMENTS CLOSER IN SCOTLAND 

The Scottish Government has agreed in principle plans to implement a nationwide ban on pavement 

parking. Ministers have voted to pass the Transport (Scotland) Bill to 

Stage 2 of the process – where MSPs will consider the details of the 

proposals and outline any amendments.  

The Bill contains provisions to prohibit pavement parking – something 

which is not currently a specific offence in Scotland and replaces 

existing laws on obstruction and pavement parking which have been 

described by Living Streets Scotland as ‘unenforceable’.  

The Scottish ruling arrived in the same week that the Transport Committee launched an inquiry into 

pavement parking in England.(see page 6 of this newsletter) 
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EFFECTIVE USE OF VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS 

A combined road safety initiative which incorporates both tailgating and speed reduction warnings 

has been installed along Scotland’s A701on behalf of 

Transport Scotland. Using Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) 

motorists travelling between Amisfield and the M74 get a 

warning alert via the VAS illuminated signs when tailgating 

or driving above the appropriate speed limit. Drivers 

travelling too close to the vehicle ahead will be warned to 

leave a two second gap whilst speeding motorists will be 

warned of the correct speed limit for their vehicle.  

 The review showed that vehicles 
travelling above the appropriate speed 
threshold were a factor in 73 percent of 
crashes and when it came to tailgating.  

 Cars and motorcycles were found to be 
the worst offenders with 26 percent 
travelling within two seconds of the 
vehicle in front compared with 17 
percent of medium sized vehicles and 10 
percent of HGVs.  

 Further investigation and surveys then 
found that on average, 89 percent of 
HGVs travelled above their 40mph 
threshold; 57 percent of medium sized 
vehicles travelled over their 50mph limit 
whilst 25 percent of cars and motorcycles 
exceeded the 60mph limit.  

 Using detection technology to assess the 
gap, speed and classification of the 

passing vehicles, the system then 
prioritises the messages to be shown to 
the driver on the VAS. Key benefits of the 
system are the ease of the 
implementation by utilising solar power, 
wireless communication and passive safe 
infrastructure.  

 For those tailgating, the VAS will show a 
“too close, leave 2 seconds gap” 
message. 

 Speeding vehicles will be presented with 
the appropriate speed limit (60mph for 
cars, 50mph for medium vehicles and 
40mph for HGVs) and “slow down” 
message.  

 In incidents where a vehicle is both 
speeding and tailgating, the latter 
message will take precedence

 

The inclusion of the tailgating message coincides with Highways England’s nationwide ‘space 

invaders’ initiative to encourage drivers to be more aware of leaving appropriate space between 

the car in front. According to figures released by Highways England tailgating is a factor in one in 

eight casualties on the strategic road network and 87 percent of motorists had witnessed a vehicle 

driving too close to the vehicle in front. 

Chris Keenan, Clearview Intelligence’s General Manager Scotland who delivered the scheme in 
partnership with road operator Scotland TranServ, said:  

“Following a review of the collisions over a five-year period on this route it was highlighted 

that tailgating and speeding were key elements in most of the incidents along this route. 

Through a single road safety initiative we aim to tackle both of these problems and issue 

warnings relevant to the behaviour of the driver and their vehicle classification.”  

The scheme was built on the foundations of a similar project which was installed by Scotland 

TranServ and Clearview Intelligence along the A75 in March 2017 to deliver multi message VAS 

through vehicle classification. Since its completion, first year monitoring showed a 31 percent 

reduction in collisions along the A75 and the scheme formed part of Scotland TranServ’s successful 

win at the 2017 Prince Michael International Road Safety Awards. 
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VEHICLE LICENSING STATISTICS 2018 

The Department of transport has published the latest statistics on licensed motor vehicles which 

has indicated that at the end of 2018, there were 38.2 million licensed vehicles in Great Britain, a 

1.2% increase compared to 2017. 

These were made up of 

 31.5 million cars, 4.0 million LGVs  

 0.5 million HGVs  

 1.2 million motorcycles  

 0.9 million other vehicles   

The total number of licensed vehicles has increased in practically every year since the end of the 

Second World War. 

Over the last 20 years, the typical annual growth in licensed vehicles has averaged 630,000 per 

year, although the 2008/09 recession slowed this rate to average to 230,000 between 2008 and 

2013. 

The report can be found at  https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

HELPING PEDESTRIANS WHO ARE GLUED TO THEIR MOBILE PHONES!! 
 

A Dutch town has introduced a way of trying to keep smartphone-addicted residents safe by 

installing traffic lights in the pavement. Bodegraven, in the Netherlands, has put strip lights in the 

floor at a pedestrian crossing — meaning people 

who stare at their phones all day will see them 

and hopefully will be prevented from wandering 

dangerously into traffic. They work just like 

ordinary traffic lights: Green means go, and red 

means wait.  

The lights are built by HIG Traffic Systems, a 

company based in the town, which hopes to sell 

them more widely to other towns and cities. Right 

now they're just being used at a single 

intersection in a trial.  

A spokesperson for the company said 

"Smartphone use by pedestrians and cyclists is a major problem. Trams in The Hague 

regularly make an emergency stop because someone looks at their smartphone instead of 

traffic."  

Equally the lights have proved controversial with the Dutch Traffic Safety Association not being very 

keen on the idea to help mobile phone users look at their phones when they should be 

concentrating on the traffic.  

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/


14 

 

  

PACTS APPOINTS NEW WORKING GROUP CHAIR 

The Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety (PACTS) has appointed Professor David 
Crundall as the new chair of the Road User Behaviour Working Party. 

David is Professor of Traffic and Transport Psychology at Nottingham Trent University (NTU). He has 

worked in the field for over 20 years, and had undertaken research on behalf of 

many sponsors including the DfT, the DVSA, the RAC Foundation, The Road 

Safety Trust, the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council, the 

Economic and Social Research Council, and many other charities and 

commercial organisations. He has published over 100 scientific papers and 

chapters on road user behaviour, and has advised the DVSA and CBR (the Dutch 

equivalent) on the redevelopment of their hazard perception tests. He 

currently heads the Transport Research in Psychology group (TRiP) based at NTU, and is a member 

of the Experimental Psychology Society, and the International Association of Applied Psychologists. 

NOW LEAVE THE CLOCKS ALONE 

RoSPA along with a number of other bodies is supporting the European Parliament proposal to stop 

the obligatory one-hour, twice-yearly clock change which extends daylight 

hours in the summer, but reduces usable daylight hours in winter evenings 

and whilst if such a move was adopted it would be for individual countries 

to make up their mind as to which time zone they would wish to adopt 

most favour on road safety ground at least most favour the time zone 

which we currently are in following the clock change at the end of March 

this year. Each year, when the clocks go back in the autumn, there is a 

marked spike in the number of vulnerable road users killed and seriously 

injured. According to the Department of Transport, in 2017, pedestrian 

deaths rose from 37 in September to 46 in October, 63 in November, and 

50 in December. 

RoSPA chief executive Errol Taylor said:  

“Clock changes were first introduced in 1916 to 
reflect the needs of a nation at war. However, our 
priority now should be the prevention road 
accidents that cause serious injury and death. We 
know that the clock change kills people. During 
the working week, casualty rates peak at 8am and 
10am and 3pm and 7pm, with the afternoon peak 
being higher. Road casualty rates increase with the 
arrival of darker evenings and worsening weather 
conditions.  It is vulnerable road users – such as 

children on their way home from school and 
cyclists – who would experience the most benefit. 
Currently, vulnerable road users have far higher 
fatality rates per billion passenger miles, and 
these rates increased for both pedestrians and 
motorcyclists in 2017. Anything we can do to bring 
these rates down has to be worth it. While we 
respect the views of those that want to keep the 
current system, we must not lose sight of the fact 
that lives are at stake.” 

The benefits of a change to the current system also stretch far beyond road safety. The increased 
amount of daylight during waking hours means active travel will be encouraged, electricity bills will 
go down, tourist and leisure facilities will be accessible for longer, and older people who feel 
“curfewed” by darkness will be enabled to be outdoors for later. 

In 2012, Conservative MP Rebecca Harris brought forward Private Members legislation entitled the 

‘Daylight Saving Bill’ which called for a review of the potential costs and benefits of advancing time 

by one hour for all, or part of, the year. Despite enjoying considerable cross-party support, the 

passage of the Bill was blocked by a small number of MPs. 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



15 

 

 

 

 
SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book now for Manchester taking place on 3rd June 2019 at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/manchester-2019/ 

Early Bird discount rate available until 30th April 2019 

 

Book now for Hinckley taking place on 15th July 2019 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hinckley-2019/ 

Early Bird discount rate available until 31st May 2019 

 

DETAILS COMING SOON FOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Monday 

23rd September 2019 

Hull 

 Monday 

3rd June 2019 

Manchester 

 
Monday 

11th November 2019 

Newmarket 

 

Monday  

15th July 2019 

Hinckley 
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